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Objectives of this Capital Plan: 
• Ensure facilities are provided within the region to meet current and future 

enrolment needs within the context of Section 23 of the Charter of Rights 
 

• Provide facilities in an economical, effective and efficient manner 
 

• Ensure equality of program offerings, in equitable school buildings, within 
each community 
 

• Ensure that the educational philosophy of the jurisdiction is congruent with 
grade configurations of all schools 
 

• Ensure that CSSA exercises its rights and become owner of all its facilities. 
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Section 

1    Introduction  

 
BACKGROUND:  
• The Conseil Scolaire du Sud de l’Alberta (CSSA) - Greater Southern 

Public Francophone Education Region No. 4 (GSPFER#4) was established 
on July 7th 2000 by Ministerial Order #016/2000 – Minister of Education, 
pursuant to the Alberta School Act. The jurisdiction currently has 1,023 
students (ECS full time) in nine schools located in the communities of 
Calgary, Okotoks, Lethbridge, Brooks, Medicine Hat and Airdrie. 
 

• With the CSSA experiencing high student growth in the last 5 years – 
highest growth rate of all School Boards for the last 4 years -  many of 
these temporary schools are still lacking the essential components of an 
equitable facility, i.e. one with a library room, science lab, computer lab, 
infirmary room, gathering area, special education rooms, gymnasium 
etc. 

 
• The CSSA currently operates nine schools but has ownership of only 

three of them. The other six operate either in leased buildings on leased 
land or else in modular classrooms set up on leased land. 

 
• The following is a summary of the Three-Year Capital Plan within a 

broader five-year horizon. Each project includes a 10 year demographic 
enrolment projection, along with the historical previous 5 year 
enrolment data.  

 
OBJECTIVES: The objectives of this Capital Plan are as follows: 
 
• Ensure facilities are provided within the region to meet current and 

future enrolment needs within the context of Section 23 of the Charter 
of Rights 
 

• Provide facilities in an economical, effective and efficient manner 
 

• Ensure equality of program offerings, in equitable school buildings, 
within each community 
 

• Ensure that the educational philosophy of the jurisdiction is congruent 
with grade configurations of all schools 

 
• Ensure that CSSA exercises its rights and become owner of all its’ 

facilities, an important prerequisite to accountable management.
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Section 

2    Priorities of the Conseil Scolaire du Sud de l’Alberta (CSSA) 
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Section 

3   Priorities – Next three-years – 2010-2013 

 
Year Location Project Cost 

    

2010-11 Airdrie 
Okotoks 

New core school, Airdrie 
New core school, Okotoks                                   

$    5,403,810.00 
$    5,403,810.00 

  
2010 Sub-total 

  
$   10,807,620.00 
 

2011-12 Calgary NE 
Calgary NO  
Lethbridge 

New core school, N.E. Calgary 
Purchase & Modernization of Jerry Potts School     
Modernization - La Vérendrye 

$    2,482,411.00 
$  12,354,580.00 
$    1,497,549.00 

 
 
 

 
2011 Sub-total 

  
$  16,334,540.00 
 

2012-13 Medicine Hat 
 
Brooks 
Calgary 
Calgary 

Purchase & Modernization of Les Cyprès 
(St.Thomas School) 
New core school-Joint CSSA/Grasslands RD #6 
New core school in Calgary North-West 
New core school in Calgary South-West 

$   8,712,718.00 
 
$   5,500,433.00 
$   2,966,312.00 
$   2,966,312.00 

  
2012 Sub-total 

  
$  20,145,775.00 
 

 Three-year sub-
total 

 $  47,287,935.00 
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Section 

4  Where are Section 23 students in Southern Alberta? 

 
 

TOTAL TOTAL
Single Single

Census 
Canada 

2001

Both 
parents
speak 
French

One 
parent 
speaks 
French

parent 
speaks 
French

Census 
Canada 

2001

Both 
parents
speak 
French

One 
parent 
speaks 
French

parent 
speaks 
French

Cypress County MD 0 15 0 15 Airdrie C 35 160 35 230
Medicine Hat C 30 145 15 190 Rocky View No. 44 MD 25 110 0 135
Forty Mile CountyCM 0 0 0 0 Acme VL 0 10 0 10
Foremost VL 0 0 0 0 Irricana VL 0 15 0 15
Burdett VL 0 10 0 10 Beiseker VL 0 10 0 10
Bow Island T 0 0 0 0 Crossfield T 0 0 0 0
Redcliff T 0 65 10 75 Mountain View Cnty CM 10 50 0 60
Warner CountyCM 0 10 0 10 Cremona VL 0 0 0 0
Coutts VL 0 0 0 0 Total Section 23 students - Airdrie & area 460
Milk River T 0 30 0 30
Warner VL 0 0 0 0 Bighorn No. 8 MD 0 0 10 10

Total Section 23 students - Medicine Hat & area 330 Canmore T 40 105 45 190
Banff T 0 25 0 25

Raymond T 10 0 10 20 Total Section 23 students - Canmore & area 225
Stirling VL 0 0 0 0
Lethbridge County CM 0 0 0 0
Lethbridge C 40 165 20 225 Other Southern Alberta Areas
Coalhurst T 0 10 0 10 Strathmore T 0 45 0 45
Nobleford VL 0 10 0 10 Wheatland County CM 10 25 0 35
Barons VL 0 0 0 0 Didsbury T 0 30 0 30
Picture Butte T 0 10 0 10 Drumheller T 0 30 0 30
Coaldale T 0 25 0 25 Carstairs T 0 20 0 20
Taber MD 0 0 0 0 Crowsnest Pass T 0 20 0 20
Taber T 0 25 0 25 Rockyford VL 0 20 0 20
Cardston County MD 0 10 0 10 Three Hills T 0 20 0 20
Magrath T 0 10 0 10 Sundre T 0 10 0 10
Impr. District No. 4 ID 0 0 0 0 Claresholm T 0 10 0 10
Cardston T 0 0 0 0 Special Area No. 2 SA 0 10 0 10
Glenwood VL 0 0 0 0 Special Area No. 4 SA 0 10 0 10
Hillspring VL 0 0 0 0 Consort VL 0 10 0 10
Pincher Creek No. 9 MD 15 0 0 15 Vulcan T 0 10 0 10
Pincher Creek T 10 10 0 20 Kneehill County MD 0 10 0 10
Cowley VL 0 0 0 0
Willow Creek No. 26 MD 0 10 0 10 Foothills No. 31 MD 20 25 0 45
Fort MacLeod T 0 0 0 0 High River T 0 35 0 35

Total Section 23 students - Lethbridge & area 390 Longview VL 0 0 0 0
Turner Valley T 0 0 0 0

Barnwell VL 0 0 0 0 Black Diamond T 0 10 0 10
Vauxhall T 0 0 0 0 Okotoks T 25 85 10 120
Newell County No. 4 CM 15 0 0 15 Total Section 23 students - Okotoks & area 210
Tilley VL 0 0 0 0
Brooks T 0 10 0 10 Calgary C 555 3 620 505 4 680
Duchess VL 0 0 0 0 Total Section 23 students - City of Calgary 4 680
Rosemary VL 0 0 0 0
Bassano T 0 10 0 10 Cochrane T 0 75 0 75

Total Section 23 students - Brooks & area 35 Total Section 23 students - City of Cochrane 75

Total - Age 5 - 17 years Total - Age 5 - 17 years
Couple family Couple family
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Section 

5   Leases of the CSSA – Cost per year 

 
 
 
 
 

Lease no. 1:  
St.Thomas Aquinas School for use 
by École Les Cyprès – Medicine Hat ……..…….   77,676.00 $ 
 
 
Lease no. 2:  
Jerry Potts School for use by 
École Terre des jeunes - Calgary …..……….…   313,665.00 $ 
 
 
Lease No. 3:   
Airdrie Wellness Center for gym use 
for École Francophone de Airdrie …..…………..   30,000.00 $ 
 
 
Lease No. 4:   
Okotoks Recreation Center for gym use 
for École Beausoleil de Okotoks ……...……..…..  10,000.00 $ 
 
Lease No. 5:   
Lease for gym use North east 
Calgary school (location TBD) ……..……………   25,000.00 $ 
         ____________ 
 
    TOTAL for 2009-2010         456,341.00 $
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Section 

6   Priority 1 – École Francophone d’Airdrie 

 
SCHOOL NAME – École francophone d’Airdrie 
PRESENTLY K-10 
CURRENTLY LOCATED: Starter school consisting of 8 modular classrooms located on temporary 

site leased from RVSD in Airdrie  
REASONS FOR ADDITION: School needs permanent home with core spaces: Gym, library, science 

room, gathering area, etc. 
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Section 

7   Priority 2  - École Beausoleil (Okotoks) 

SCHOOL NAME – École Beausoleil (formerly École francophone de Okotoks) 

CURRENTLY LOCATED: Starter school consisting of 6 modular classrooms located on Town of 
Okotoks temporary site (until June 2010).  

REASONS FOR ADDITION: School needs permanent home with core spaces: Gym, library, science 
room, gathering area, etc. 
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Section 

8   Priority 3 – École Francophone de Calgary NE 

 
SCHOOL NAME – École francophone de Calgary Nord-est 
GRADES:    K - 6 
PRESENT LOCATION: 8 modular classrooms (starter school – Fall 2009-2010 school year) 

in NE Calgary. 
REASONS FOR ADDITION: School needs core spaces: Gym, library, science room, gathering 

area, etc. 
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9   Priority 4 - École Terre des jeunes – (Jerry Potts school) 

 
SCHOOL NAME – École Terre des jeunes – Jerry Potts School 
GRADES:    K – 6 
 
PRESENT LOCATION: School presently leased from the Calgary Board of education 
 
REASONS FOR MODERNIZATION: School needs major modernization to make it a 21 St Century 

learning institution, and change “Open wall concept”. 
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Section 

10   Priority 5 – École La Vérendrye - Lethbridge 

 
SCHOOL NAME – La Vérendrye 
GRADES:  K - 12 
LOCATION:   2104 6th Avenue South, Lethbridge  
REASONS FOR PROJECT: Although the project (Alberta Education cost only) received funding in the 

amount of 2,102,146 $ in 2006-07, this portion of the project, excluding 
the Francophone Community Centre addition, still needs 1,991,403$ in 
funding to be completed. 
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11   Priority 6 – École Les Cyprès - Medicine Hat……..1/2 

 
SCHOOL NAME – Les Cyprès 
GRADES –    K - 12 
PERMANENT LOCATION –  St.Thomas Aquinas 
REASONS FOR ADDITION / MODERNISATION:  School can better meet all program needs and 

growth of a K – 12 school.  
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Section 

11 Priority 6 – École Les Cyprès - Medicine Hat……..2/2 

 
SCHOOL NAME – Les Cyprès 
GRADES –      K - 12 
PERMANENT LOCATION –    St.Thomas Aquinas 
REASONS FOR ADDITION / MODERNISATION:  School can better meet all program needs and 

growth of a K – 12 school.  
 
 

Addition / renovation to St. Thomas School m2 % $ GST Total Cost
1.60%

Grade Structure: K- 12
End Capacity: 275
Opening Capacity: 175
End Capacity Gross Area 2 805
Deduct 6 classrooms @ 100m2 each -600
Add 1 CTS lab 200
Total Core permanent space 2 405.00
Existing Core area -1 269.80
New addition 1 135.20
Add 2 modulars 200.00
Cost m2 (Excl. site) 1 500 $
Distance Factor 1.15
Construction Cost - Core space (Excl. CTS) 1 335.20 2 303 220 $ 36 852 $ 2 340 072 $
CTS Equipment 300 000 $ 4 800 $ 304 800 $
Consultant Fees 9.20% 211 791 $ 3 389 $ 215 179 $
Project Expenses 2.00% 46 064 $ 737 $ 46 801 $
F & E 9.00% 207 290 $ 3 317 $ 210 606 $

SUB-TOTAL 3 068 365 $ 49 094 $ 3 117 459 $
Modernize existing core school 1269.8
Cost m2 (Excl. site) 1 716 $
Distance Factor 1.15
Construction Cost - Modernization (Excl. CTS) 2 505 823 $ 40 093 $ 2 545 916 $
Consultant Fees 12.41% 310 973 $ 4 976 $ 315 948 $
Project Expenses 2.00% 50 116 $ 802 $ 50 918 $
F & E 4.00% 100 233 $ 1 604 $ 101 837 $

SUB-TOTAL 2 967 145 $ 47 474 $ 3 014 620 $
Demolition/Remove 2 existing portables 40 000 $ 640 $ 40 640 $ 

Purchase of Land & Building 2 500 000 $ 40 000 $ 2 540 000 $ 
Total Project Cost 8 575 510 $ 137 208 $ 8 712 718 $  
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Section 

12   Priority 7 – École Le Ruisseau (Brooks) 

SCHOOL NAME – École Le Ruisseau (formerly Brooks Francophone School) 
GRADES – K-12 
CURRENT/INTERIM LOCATION: Five portables attached to Griffin Park School – Grasslands SD 
PERMANENT LOCATION:  NEW school - Joint CSSA / Grasslands RD #6 project 
REASONS FOR ADDITION: School needs permanent home with core spaces: Gym, library, 

science room, gathering area, etc. 
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Section 

13   Priority 8 – École Francophone du Nord-ouest 

SCHOOL NAME – École Francophone du Nord-ouest de Calgary (New school) 
GRADES – K- 6 
PERMANENT LOCATION:  NEW school to serve North-west Calgary Francophone Population 
REASONS FOR ADDITION: The existing North-west school is to capacity. An additional school to 

serve the Calgary North west area.  
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Section 

14   Priority 9 – École Francophone du Sud-ouest 

SCHOOL NAME – École Francophone du Sud-ouest de Calgary (New school) 
GRADES – K- 6 
PERMANENT LOCATION:  NEW school to serve South-west Calgary Francophone Population 
REASONS FOR ADDITION: There are no school in the South-west area of Calgary to serve the 

Calgary South-west area.  

 

 


